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said he thought it unnecessary to see any others than
Stanbery and myself.

The House this afternoon decided by a vote of 126 to
47 to impeach the President. The alleged cause of impeach-
ment is the removal of a contumacious, treacherous, and
unprincipled officer, who intrudes himself into the "War
Department under the authority of a law which he himself
denounced as unconstitutional, a law to fetter the President
and deprive the Executive of his rights.

The impeachment is a deed of extreme partisanship,
a deliberate conspiracy, involving all the moral guilt of
treason, for which the members would, if fairly tried, be
liable to conviction and condemnation. If the President
has committed errors, he has done no act which justifies
this proceeding. The President is innocent of crime; his
accusers and triers are culpably guilty. In this violent and
vicious exercise of partyism I see the liberties and happi-
ness of the country and the stability of the government
imperiled.

The President has a reception this evening, and though
neither my wife nor myself are well, and the night is in-
clement, we shall, with all the family, be present.

February 25, Tuesday. There is, I think, less excitement
to-day. The weather, which is damp and dreary, perhaps
contributes to it. A feeling of doubt and sadness per-
vades the minds of sensible men. Some of the less intense
Radicals are dissatisfied with their own doings. A little
routine business was transacted in the Cabinet, princi-
pally from the State Department. The President, though
calm, is not without sensibility and feels the wrong and
outrage of the conspirators, although he makes no com-
plaint.

The debate which has taken place on the subject of
impeachment is disgraceful, wicked, and malicious. E. B.
Washburne, the . . . man of little work for Grant, was
mendacious and villainous. . . .